STEWARDS OF THE SEQUOIA
Division of CTUC non profit 501c3
PO Box 1246
Wofford Heights CA 93285

July 13, 2015

Sequoia National Forest
Forest Supervisor Kevin Elliot
1839 South Newcomb
Porterville, CA 93257-2035
RE: Wilderness Evaluation boundary adjustment recommendations

Dear Supervisor Elliot,
In Stewards of the Sequoia's Forest Plan Revision scoping comment letter of 9/29/2014 we
pointed out the need for the Forest Service to look at where arbitrary Wilderness boundaries
may have eliminated important loop trails and suggested that recommendations be made to
restore those multiple use trails with minor Wilderness boundary adjustments.
The Sequoia Wilderness recommendations released to date have not addressed this.
Recently you informed us that your staff will be doing further work on the Wilderness Evaluation,
so we trust they can still include our recommendation in the DEIS. In order to save your staff
time we have produced three proposals (below) for recommended minor Wilderness Boundary
Adjustments in the amount of 42 acres, 750 acres and 1465 acres. These would restore roughly
5 miles of multiple use trails which would reconnect more than 70 miles of loop trails and bring
the Wilderness boundaries in compliance with FSM 1909.12, improve access to Wilderness, as
well as many other benefits described in the proposals.
To address this the following three proposals should be included in the DEIS:
http://stewardsofthesequoia.org/pdf/WildernessBoundaryAdjust-Rincon-Binder.pdf
http://stewardsofthesequoia.org/pdf/WildernessBoundaryAdjust-HookerMeadowTrail-Binder.pdf
http://stewardsofthesequoia.org/pdf/WildernessBoundaryAdjust-HorseMeadowRoad-Binder.pdf
We appreciate this opportunity to help your office fully include public scoping comments in the
Forest Plan Revision regarding the Wilderness analysis. Please consider this letter and the
above three proposals as official scoping comments for the Sequoia Forest Plan Revision.
On a related note, while preparing the boundary adjustment proposals our GIS specialist
discovered that there appear to be large discrepancies in the acreage reported for Sequoia
Wilderness areas. The Forest Service Sequoia website directs the public to Wilderness.net for
most Wilderness information including acreage.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sequoia/specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5404219
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The Wilderness.net acreage numbers are almost 8000 acres short compared to the GIS
acreage numbers (shown below). Many Forest Service documents have similar Wilderness
acreage discrepancies. This could mean there are less multiple use land acres than Forest
Service documents disclose.

The Forest Plan Revision needs to acknowledge these additional Wilderness acres and
consider this extra Wilderness opportunity when adjusting the Recreation Opportunity
Spectrum. There is also a need to update Forest Service information sheets and the website to
show the GIS acreage, as well as notifying Wilderness.net and WikiPedia and other resources
of the correct Wilderness numbers in order for them to correct their online data.
Sincerely,
Chris Horgan
Executive Director
Stewards of the Sequoia
Division of CTUC 501c3 non profit
chris@stewardsofthesequoia.org
cc:

American Motorcyclist Association
Backcountry Horseman
Blue Ribbon Coalition
Cattlemen's Association
California Off Road Vehicle Association
California Four Wheel Drive Association
California Off Road Bicyclists Association
Southern Sierra Fat Tires Association
Lake Isabella Chamber of Commerce
Kernville Chamber of Commerce
Kern County Board of Supervisors
Tulare County Board of Supervisors
Congressman Kevin McCarthy
Congressman Devin Nunes
Senator Jean Fuller
United Trail Maintainers of California

"Since being founded in 2004, Stewards of the Sequoia continues to be the largest on-the-ground organization of volunteers
in the Sequoia National Forest. Our crews have maintained over 2,600 miles of trails and have planted hundreds of trees in
reforestation projects. We represent in excess of 2500 members whose activities include camping, hunting, fishing, hiking,
mountain biking, motorized recreation, boating, windsurfing, rock climbing and horse riding"

Promoting Responsible Recreation & Environmental Stewardship
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Rincon Trail Potential Recommended Wilderness
Boundary Adjustment - Sequoia National Forest
Number of Acres

Approximately 750 acres.

Location and Description of Recommended Boundary
The primary purpose of this small boundary adjustment would be to restore the historic Rincon 33E23
multiple use loop trail opportunities to both Schaefer 33E24 and Rattlesnake 34E22 multiple use trails.
A section of the Rincon Trail was inadvertently closed to multiple use through the creation of an
arbitrary boundary for the Golden Trout Wilderness. That restriction to motorized use for about two
miles of the Rincon Trail has eliminated more than 40 miles of motorized loop opportunities and vastly
increased impacts on the remaining motorized trails by forcing them to be out and back trails. This
proposal would allow the Forest Service to provide desired loop opportunities and eliminate dead end
trails by restoring multiple use on the approximately two miles of existing Rincon trail 33E23 through a
750 acre wilderness boundary adjustment.
When the original Golden Trout Wilderness boundary was established some opportunities were missed
to best balance the need to protect important areas while minimally impacting other uses. Motorized and
mechanized recreation interests were not consulted during the Congressional process for the creation of
the Golden Trout Wilderness resulting in the cutting off of motorized loop trails. The 2012 Forest
Planning Rule provides an opportunity to correct this oversight during Forest Planning in order to
address the need for multiple use trails, while still protecting important Wilderness areas. This small
750 acre boundary adjustment would provide for the best interest of both Wilderness and non
Wilderness recreation while restoring historic loop opportunities.
Currently the Wilderness boundary for this area is not in compliance with the desired conditions for
Wilderness. The current Wilderness boundary is floating on a hillside bisected by two trails and one
seasonal creek. This boundary adjustment would allow the Wilderness boundary to comply with the
desire per FSM1909.12 to have Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a river.
This recommendation is for the Wilderness boundary to be located along the East side of the Kern River
approximately a half mile below the Forks of the Kern, and continue along the east or south side of the
Kern River approximately one mile to where the Rincon Trail leaves the river, and continue from there
providing a buffer of 500 feet from the Rincon Trail to where the boundary would resume the existing
Golden Trout Wilderness boundary.

General Geography, Topography and Vegetation
This potential recommendation for boundary adjustment is a high-elevation mountainous area at 5,000 feet
above sea level, situated on one side of the Kern River valley, primarily comprised of shrublands, mixed
conifer, grass and exposed bedrock.

Current Uses
This 750 acre area is not being utilized by Wilderness visitors, nor is the Rincon Trail 33E23 being used
by those seeking to access to Wilderness lands. The Rincon trail does not connect to any other
Wilderness trails. Those who seek access to Wilderness lands use the extensive trails in Wilderness on
the other side of the Kern River on approximately 304,632 acre existing remaining Golden Trout
1

Wilderness lands, which this proposal does not affect.
The Forks of the Kern Area is popular for fly fishing. Many fisherman use motorized trail bikes to
access the river in order to avoid many hours of strenuous hiking from the nearest road. The boundary
adjustment would allow fisherman to have another option for access to this popular fishing spot on
motorized trail bikes via Schaeffer trail 33E24 to Rincon trail 33E32.
This Wilderness boundary adjustment would reduce environmental impacts and maintenance costs by
restoring the multiple use loop trail opportunities, thereby eliminating the current out and back usage of
existing Rincon 33E23, Schaefer 33E24 and Rattlesnake 34E22 multiple use trails. These trails would
receive approximately 50% less usage as loops and likely save 50% on maintenance costs.
The area being proposed for recommendation for the 750 acre Wilderness boundary adjustment is
adjacent to the Kern Plateau OHV emphasis area, with tens of thousands of motorized visitors each
year enjoying the trails adjacent to the Wilderness. This small boundary adjustment would eliminate the
potential for motorized trespass by restoring much needed motorized loop opportunities . This will
disperse use and restore three scenic trails to motorized access for fishing and recreation, which will be
of great socioeconomic value.

Wilderness Characteristics and the Ability to Protect and Manage the
Area so as to Preserve Wilderness Characteristics
Only 14 out of every 1000 visitors enter Wilderness lands (Sequoia National Visitor Use Monitoring
Study). For those few who visit Wilderness in Sequoia, where the proposed Wilderness boundary
adjustment is located, this still leaves approximately 304,632 acres remaining in the Golden Trout
Wilderness, as well as 154,991 acres in the adjacent existing South Sierra and Domelands Wilderness
areas.
This Wilderness boundary adjustment will not affect the extensive remaining existing Wilderness lands,
which are predominantly on the other side of the Kern River.

Summary of Factors Considered in the Selection of this Area
Consideration has been given to the Evaluation of the Golden Trout Wilderness as required under Forest
Planning. This potential recommended boundary adjustment would:
• Restore about two miles of trail connecting about 40 miles of important multiple use loop trail
opportunities while removing approximately 750 acres or less than 0.3% from existing Golden
Trout Wilderness lands.
• Not impact Wilderness visitors since they do not utilize the area being considered for boundary
adjustment.
• Will provide the greatest good by restoring multiple use trails where the majority of the public
recreate.
• Reduce environmental impacts and maintenance costs on the existing multiple use trials due to
reducing trail usage up to 50% by replacing out and back use with motorized loop opportunities.
• Will not affect the remaining extensive 304,632 acres of existing Golden Trout Wilderness lands,
which are predominantly on the other side of the Kern River.
• Provide many socioeconomic benefits by improving opportunity in the adjacent Kern Plateau OHV
emphasis area.
• Eliminate potential for motorized trespass in Wilderness by restoring the Rincon trail loop.
• Bring the Wilderness boundary into compliance with the desire per FSM1909.12 to have
Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a river.
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Rincon Trail Wilderness Boundary Adjustment
Potential Recommendation
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Revision
of the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra National Forests
Land and Resource Management Plans
Approximately 750 Acres
Township 20-21 South, Range 33 East
Mt. Diablo Meridian,Tulare County, CA

Stewards of the Sequoia

Hooker Meadow Trail Potential Recommended
Wilderness Boundary Adjustment - Sequoia
National Forest
Number of Acres

Approximately 1465 acres.

Location and Description of Recommended Boundary
The primary purpose of this small boundary adjustment would be to restore the historic Hooker
Meadow Trail 35E05 and Broder Meadow Trail multiple use loop trail opportunities to both Jackass
Creek Trail 35E13, Jackass Peak Trail 35E03 multiple use trails. Sections of the Hooker Meadow Trail
and Broder Meadow Trail were inadvertently closed to multiple use through the creation of an arbitrary
boundary for the South Sierra Wilderness. That restriction to motorized use for about three and a half
miles of the Hooker Meadow Trail and Broder Meadow Trail has eliminated more than 20 miles of
motorized loop opportunities and vastly increased impacts motorized trails, This proposal would allow
the Forest Service to provide desired loop opportunities by restoring multiple use on Hooker Meadow
Trail and Broder Meadow Trail through a 1465 acre wilderness boundary adjustment.
When the original South Sierra Wilderness boundary was established some opportunities were missed
to best balance the need to protect important areas while minimally impacting other uses. Motorized and
mechanized recreation interests were not consulted during the Congressional process for the creation of
the South Sierra Wilderness resulting in the cutting off of motorized loop trails. The 2012 Forest
Planning Rule provides an opportunity to correct this oversight during Forest Planning in order to
address the need for multiple use trails, while still protecting important Wilderness areas. This small
1465 acre boundary adjustment would provide for the best interest of both Wilderness and non
Wilderness recreation while restoring historic loop opportunities.
Currently the Wilderness boundary for this area is not in compliance with the desired conditions for
Wilderness. The current Wilderness boundary is floating on a hillside bisected by two trails. This
boundary adjustment would allow the Wilderness boundary to comply with the desire per FSM1909.12
to have Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a trail.
This recommendation is for the Wilderness boundary to be located 500 feet from the east side of
Hooker Meadow Trail and Broder Meadow Trail leaving restoring those trails to non wilderness lands.

General Geography, Topography and Vegetation
This potential recommendation for boundary adjustment is a high-elevation mountainous area at 8,500 feet
above sea level, situated near Jackass Peak primarily in a burn area comprised of brush and burned
conifers.

Current Uses
This proposed boundary adjustment would improve Wilderness access. Currently this 1465 acre area is
not a popular access for Wilderness visitors due being a burn area with tree fall blocking the trail. It
takes about four days each year for the Hooker Meadow and Broder Trails to be cleared of downed trees
1

using hand saws as required in Wilderness. This Wilderness boundary adjustment and the reopening of
these two trails to multiple use would allow these trails to be cleared in about one day using chain saws
as allowed on non wilderness lands, thereby improving wilderness access.

Wilderness Characteristics and the Ability to Protect and Manage the
Area so as to Preserve Wilderness Characteristics
Only 14 out of every 1000 visitors enter Wilderness lands (Sequoia National Visitor Use Monitoring
Study). For those few who visit Wilderness in Sequoia, where the proposed Wilderness boundary
adjustment is located, this still leaves approximately 58,854 acres remaining in the South Sierra
Wilderness, as well as 400,054 acres in the adjacent existing Golden Trout and Domelands Wilderness
areas.
This Wilderness boundary adjustment will not affect the extensive remaining existing Wilderness lands.

Summary of Factors Considered in the Selection of this Area
Consideration has been given to the Evaluation of the South Sierra Wilderness as required under Forest
Planning. This potential recommended boundary adjustment would:
• Restore roughly three and half miles of trail connecting 20 miles of multiple use loop trail
opportunities while removing approximately 1465 acres or less than 2.4% from existing South
Sierra Wilderness lands.
• Improve Wilderness visitor access by enabling chain saw clearing of downed tree in the burn area.
• Will provide the greatest good by restoring multiple use trails where the majority of the public
recreate.
• Will not affect the remaining extensive 58,854 acres of existing South Sierra Wilderness lands.
• Bring the Wilderness boundary into compliance with the desire per FSM1909.12 to have
Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a trail.
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Hooker Meadow Wilderness Boundary Adjustment
Potential Recommendation
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Revision
of the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra National Forests
Land and Resource Management Plans
Approximately 1465 Acres
Township 20-21 South, Range 35 East
Mt. Diablo Meridian,Tulare County, CA

Stewards of the Sequoia

Little Horse Meadow Road Potential
Recommended Wilderness Boundary
Adjustment - Sequoia National Forest
Number of Acres

Approximately 42 acres.

Location and Description of Recommended Boundary
The primary purpose of this small boundary adjustment would be to restore the historic Little Horse
Meadow Road 21S42 multiple use road opportunities as well as to facilitate needed vegetation
management, forest health projects. A half mile section of the Little Horse Meadow Road was
inadvertently closed to multiple use through the creation of an arbitrary boundary for the Golden Trout
Wilderness. That restriction to motorized use for about a half mile of the Little Horse Meadow Road
has eliminated more than 8 miles of motorized loop opportunities for SUV and snowmobile and vastly
increased impacts on motorized trails. This proposal would allow the Forest Service to provide desired
loop opportunities by restoring multiple use on a half mile of Little Horse Meadow Road 21S42 through
a 42 acre wilderness boundary adjustment.
When the original Golden Trout Wilderness boundary was established some opportunities were missed
to best balance the need to protect important areas while minimally impacting other uses. Motorized and
mechanized recreation interests were not consulted during the Congressional process for the creation of
the Golden Trout Wilderness resulting in the cutting off of motorized loop trails. The 2012 Forest
Planning Rule provides an opportunity to correct this oversight during Forest Planning in order to
address the need for multiple use trails, while still protecting important Wilderness areas. This small 42
acre boundary adjustment would provide for the best interest of both Wilderness and non Wilderness
recreation while restoring historic loop opportunities.
There appears to be no reason why the arbitrary wilderness boundary included the half mile segment of
Little Horse Meadow Road; instead of leaving the road outside of wilderness and putting the boundary
on the other side of the road as this proposal does.
Currently the Wilderness boundary for this area is not in compliance with the desired conditions for
Wilderness. The current Wilderness boundary is floating on a hillside bisected by two trails. This
boundary adjustment would allow the Wilderness boundary to comply with the desire per FSM1909.12
to have Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a trail.
This recommendation is for the Wilderness boundary to be located 500 feet from the west side of Little
Horse Meadow Road restoring this section of road to non wilderness lands.

General Geography, Topography and Vegetation
This potential recommendation for boundary adjustment is a high-elevation mountainous area at 8,000 feet
above sea level, situated near Little Horse Meadow primarily comprised of shrublands, mixed conifer,
grass and exposed bedrock.
1

Current Uses
Currently this 42 acre area is not popular access for Wilderness visitors due to it being an isolated half
mile section of road which does not connect to any other Wilderness trails. Those who seek access to
Wilderness lands use the extensive trails in Wilderness on approximately 305,340 acre existing
remaining Golden Trout Wilderness lands, which this proposal does not affect.

Wilderness Characteristics and the Ability to Protect and Manage the
Area so as to Preserve Wilderness Characteristics
Only 14 out of every 1000 visitors enter Wilderness lands (Sequoia National Visitor Use Monitoring
Study). For those few who visit Wilderness in Sequoia, where the proposed Wilderness boundary
adjustment is located, this still leaves approximately 305,340 acres remaining in the South Sierra
Wilderness, as well as 154,991 acres in the adjacent existing South Sierra and Domelands Wilderness
areas.
This Wilderness boundary adjustment will not affect the extensive remaining existing Wilderness lands.

Summary of Factors Considered in the Selection of this Area
Consideration has been given to the Evaluation of the Golden Trout Wilderness as required under Forest
Planning. This potential recommended boundary adjustment would:
• Restore about a half mile of road connecting more than 8 miles of multiple use loop road
opportunities while removing approximately 42 acres or less than 0.02% from existing Golden
Trout Wilderness lands.
• Not impact Wilderness visitors since they do not utilize the area being considered for boundary
adjustment.
• Allow better access for needed forest health and vegetation management if non wilderness lands.
• Will provide the greatest good by restoring multiple use trails where the majority of the public
recreate.
• Will not affect the remaining extensive 305,340 acres of existing Golden Trout Wilderness lands.
• Reduce environmental impacts and maintenance costs on the existing multiple use trials due to
reducing trail usage up to 50% by replacing out and back use with motorized loop opportunities.
• Eliminate potential for motorized trespass in Wilderness by restoring the Little Horse Meadow
Road loop.
• Bring the Wilderness boundary into compliance with the desire per FSM1909.12 to have
Wilderness boundaries adjacent to a trail.
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Road 21S42 Wilderness Boundary Adjustment
Potential Recommendation
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Revision
of the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra National Forests
Land and Resource Management Plans
Approximately 42 Acres
Township 20 South, Range 34 East
Mt. Diablo Meridian,Tulare County, CA

Stewards of the Sequoia

